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STATE OF COLORADO
DENVER
.JAMES K. GROVES
.JUSTICE

May 26, 1971

The Honorable Roger ~. Traynor
Chairman, American Bar Association
Special Committee on Standards of
Judicial Conduct
Berkeley, California
Dear Judge Traynor:
I imagine that this editorial is appearing
in most Scripps-Howard newspapers, but send it along
in the event I am mistaken.

urs,

JKG: sh

cc:

Professor E. Wayne Thode

Enclosure

17

June 1, 1971

The Honorable James K. Groves
Supreme Court of Colorado
S~ate House
Denver, Colorado 80203
Dear Jim:
Many thanks for the copy of the editorial
in the Rocky Mountain News on our proposed Canons
of Judicial Ethics.
\-lith all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Roger J. Traynor
RJT:df

50-Rocky Mountain News

Wed., May 26, 1971, Denver, Colo.
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More ethics fo r iudges
AS A RESULT OF questionable adventures outside their official province
by Justice William O. Douglas and former Justice Abe Fortas, for instance,
the American Bar Association for two
years has had an ll-man committee
working on the problem of ethics for
judges.
The committee now comes up with a
draft of a new code which will be submitted to the bar convention next year,
after soliciting comments from a host of
interested persons.
The gist of the code is contained in
one sentence:
That a judge (any judge) "must
avoid all impropriety and appearance of
impropriety."
This would include not having any financial interest which might be involved in litigation before the judge. Or,
if he had such an investment, to disqualify himself from the case.
It too W9uld include not being involved in any outside operations, such
as their jobs on special commissions
(for example) the Warren Commission
which investigated the Kennedy assassination) or political activity.
The committee points up its propos-

aJs by agreeing that a judge must submit to restrictions on his personal freedom which would be regarded as "burr1ensome" by other people.
The proposed code is explicit about
judicial behavior. And maybe this is
necessary. The embarrassments Justices Fortas and Douglas brought on
themselves indicate as much.
But the essence of eligibility for a
position on the bench is an acute understanding pf judicial responsibility. That
responsibility includes personal behav·
ior which is above reproach and above
suspicion. Anyone qualified to be a
judge should understand this, code or no
co(le.
Some judges are elected and some
are appointed. Neither the electorate
POl' any appointing power, such as the
President of the United States or a governl)r, can be sure of the ethical intellect of a judicial candidate, even after
the most careful inquiry.
But no lawyer should take a judicial
position unless he can live with the bask . tandards of absolute impartiality.
The judicial system is at the heart of an
orderly society. No man can be a judge
and not instinctively know the rules.

So long. Ualy
AMID ALL THE wailing about the
dollar's losing value on foreign money
markets, it should be pointed out that
there's a silver lining in our financial
- ..louds.
For one thing, it will cost Americans
more to travel abroad. Some of us will
stay home and may even get to know
the family. And those who travel overseas will no longer have to live up to the
stereotype of the free-spending, noisy
tourist.
To tell the truth, it will be a relief not
to be an "Ugly American" any longer.
We were getting tired of staying in posh
hotels on the Riviera, ordering caviar
and champagne for breakfast and overtipping . supercilious waiters, who
sneered at us anyway.
As Americans move down in the
travel league, articles have starter) to
appear, as if by magic, about "Ugly
Germans" and "Ugly Japanese." The
Germ ans, it turns out are buving up the
Irish shoreline and hogging the tennis
courts at resorts, and the Japanese are
bejng called pushy and arrogant.
It's comforting to know thAt those
who cater to tourists will continue to
have people to dislike.

A meri~an

Most Americans have no experience
trt'l veling abroad with a flabby, unwanted currency, so here are a few useful
tips :
• Learn to sit in the back of the bus
(some of us already know how) and do
not expect the best tables in restaurants
and cafes. They are reserved for the
bearers of potent monies like the mark
or yen.
• Never ask for the wine list in restaurants. Everybody knows that impoverished Americans can afford only beer.
• In shops always say, "Oh, I can't
afford that. I'm an American, you
know." You'll be surprised at how often
the price comes down.
• When a waiter who has been patronized by a German and undertipped
by a Japanese walks by muttering,
duck sympathetically and say, "Yeah,
Pierre, they're always pushing us poor
f'1Jks around."
In time, after other nationalities take
their turn at playing the rich tourist,
people may decide that the fellow with
hairy legs, Bermuda shorts, the Hawaiian shirt and three cameras around his
neck wasn't so ugly after all.

Huey hits the sawdust trail
IT WOULD TAKE a supreme optimist-and possibly a career fathead-to
make much of Huey Newton's newfound
protestations of nonviolence, churchgoing and all around righteousness.
Yet we think it is worth remarking,
for if it truly does signal a turn away
from violence and confrontation by the
Black Panthers it is news of marked
significance.
Huey, a cofounder of the Black
Panther Party, is a folk hero to thouands of black youths. If his potential

for mischief has been huge, then we are
bound to say that if he really means to
mal<e a 180-degree turn in his tactics he
must have an equally vast potential for
good.
"Our intention to operate with reality
does not mean we accept it," Newton
said. "We'll operate within the system
so we can change it. It is wrong to say
the system can't give us anything because it is just not true."
Fair enough. Let's see if he means it,
and if his militant followers will go
down this new path with him.
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Letters from the people
New policy
Editor: The United States
seems to be reversing its field
completely after 25 years of
determined opposition to Communist China. Suddenly, a
ping-pong team is allowed to
play (and lose) a few matches in Red China, and pesto!
the United States has a new
foreign policy!
Table tennis diplomacy has
opened the door. President
Nixon h:-s announced relaxed
relations with the Chinese enemy.
He hints at selling jet aircraft to the Reds, travel agencies are feverishly clamouring
for permission to fly into
China.
Air Lin e s are asking for
routes. Nationalist China is
complaining, for it means the
death of their dream.
Her friends in this country
are bewildered, for they cannot comprehend the sudden
reversal of 25 years of policy
-they foresee the official recognition of Red China, and
they remember that American
recognition of Red Russia
saved the floundering Bolshevik tyranny, and sent it on the
way to its present exhaJted
position in global power politics.
Meanwhile, the coming of
the 18-year-old vote is predicted to give the Democrats
three votes to one for Republicans. The political pundits are
predicting that Sen Teddy
Kennedy will be the candidate
of the Democrats when President Nixon runs for re-election, the conservatives are
searching for Nixon campaign
promises that have been kept,
unemployment is soaring, taxes are soaring, Nixon is alienating the welfare vote, the

LeHers must be .I~ne d with name and adSt lort ones are less IIkelv to be
Initials w ill be used on leHers

~ress .

edifed.

on!v if the editor deems them necessary.

Southern vote, the youth vote,
the conservative vote, the vote
of the poor, the vote of the
rich, the vote of Chinese
Americans, the vote of other
Americans from captive nations.
Polls show President Nixon
to be dropping swiftly in popularity, and White House rumor tells of an effort to draft a
new image for the President,
an image designed to attract
the liberal vote.
Menwhile, Senator Edward
Kennedy grins boyishly, and
says he does not choose to run
- but charisma notwithstanding, Senator Kennedy can' t
seem to say it with the conviction of Calvin Coolidge.
In Mainland China and
Mainland
America,
19i2
should be a very interesting
year for the advance of Communism .
JERRY KUPLACK
Idaho Springs

Bad driv~rs
Editor : If Marranzino is
really interested in discouraging people from moving to
Colorado, the best bet, is to
advertise the crazy Colorado
driver.
I think Colorado must have
the worst dri vers in all these
United States.
You can pick out the Colorado driver on any narrow,
wi nding highway, anywhere .
He 's the one racing madly to
pass three cars at once, going
up a blind hill with two or three
little kids laughing and bouncing in the back seat.
The out-of-stater who has
never driven in Colorado or
Denver, is also easy to pick
out, because he's the one frozen to the steering wheel , with
a look of terror on his face

wondering why in the world he
ventured there.
Mrs. D. LEGGLI
pjne Bluffs (Wonderful ), Wyo.

Grateful
Editor: I would like to thank
you for your support of the
referendum 157 in your editorial.
Your work has obviously
aided us in communication of
our ideas to the entire Denver
area. As you must know the
rezoning did not go through;
this is as we had hoped, and
nonetheless,
was
accomplished with overwheliming
defeat.
We are especially grateful
to you due to our terrific lack
of funds, even for these most
important causes.
HENRY P. RANKIN
President
Hampden Heights Civic
Assn.

Daily Bible Lesson
THE PROMlSE OF PEACE

For, behold, I create new
heavens and a new earth: and
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But
be ye glad and rejoice for ever
in that which I create: for
behold , I create Jerusalem a
rejoicing, and her people a
joy. And it shall come to pass,
that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear. The wolf
and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw
like the bullock : and dust shall
be the serpent's meat. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in
a ll my holy mountain, saith the
Lord.
Isaiah 65: 17-18,24-25

